
1056 May 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

know. And that’s the last point I want to
make. When I took office here, even a lot
of people that helped me in ’92 were not
really sure that anything could get better.
And if I had told you in 1992, ‘‘I want you
to vote for me, and I’ll get rid of this $300-
billion a year deficit, and, oh, by the way,
we’ll be running surpluses 3 years in a row,
and when I leave office we’ll pay off $350
billion of the national debt,’’ you would have
said, ‘‘You know, he seems like a nice young
fellow, but he’s slightly deranged. We better
send him home.’’ [Laughter]

So we know now; so we don’t have an ex-
cuse. We know we can make the economy
better. We know that we can have schools
that are very poor perform at a very high
level. We know we can lower the crime rate.
We know we can grow the economy and im-
prove the environment. We know we can cut
the welfare rolls in half and still support low
income people who are working and trying
to do right by their kids, if you give them
the right child care and transportation and
other support they need. It’s not like we don’t
know we can do better now.

And I would argue that when you know
you can do better, when you’re not just living
on hope but you’ve got evidence, you have
a heavier responsibility. So I’m glad you’re
here. I want you to tell us more of what we
can do. I want you to give me every chance
you can to do everything I can while I’m in
office. I want you to help me pass this legisla-
tion.

But when you leave here, more than any-
thing else, I want you to believe we can do
this. We can do this. This is not a wing and
a prayer. This is not hope. This is evidence.
We can do it. It’s just a question of whether
we’re prepared to pay the price of time and
effort and organization and passion.

Everybody loves the Delta. It’s about time
we all did something about it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the
Arlington Ballroom at the Crystal Gateway Mar-
riott. In his remarks, he referred to student Conn
Q. Davis, who introduced the President; Gov.
David R. (Ronnie) Musgrove of Mississippi;
Mayor Willie W. Herenton of Memphis, TN; Lt.
Gov. Corinne Wood of Illinois; Jesse L. White,
Jr., Federal cochair, Appalachian Regional Com-

mission; J. Wayne Leonard, chief executive offi-
cer, Entergy Corp.; Caroll Willis, director, com-
munity service division, Democratic National
Committee; Arkansas State Senator Bud Canada;
and student Myra Jodie, Steamboat Navajo Na-
tion.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Appropriations Legislation
May 10, 2000

Today both the House and Senate sub-
committees passed appropriation bills for
Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education that fail to invest in the Nation’s
future and turn back our progress in helping
opportunity and prosperity reach all corners
of America. During this period of economic
prosperity and budget surplus, we should
seize the opportunity to improve our Nation’s
schools, advance the health and well-being
of our citizens, and train and protect our
workers. Regrettably, misguided priorities
and insufficient resources in the bills adopted
today have led the Congress in a different
direction. Unfortunately, these actions today
invest too little in our schools and demand
too little from them.

The House bill shortchanges essential ini-
tiatives and fails to support our Nation’s chil-
dren and schools. It fails to provide sufficient
funding to strengthen accountability and
help turn around low performing schools, re-
duce class size, increase after-school oppor-
tunities, renovate aging and neglected
schools, close the digital divide, improve
teacher quality, and provide mentoring to
help children go to and succeed in college.
It hurts unemployed and working Americans
by cutting training and other programs that
help them find jobs and work in safe environ-
ments. The bill fails to make key investments
in childcare, preschool, and other important
services for poor working families. The
House bill fails to support key health pro-
grams by reducing funding for mental health
services, family planning services, and sub-
stance abuse programs and eliminates fund-
ing to improve access to health care for the
uninsured. The bill also cut funding needed
to ensure nursing home quality and strength-
en health benefits administration.
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The Senate bill provides more acceptable
funding levels for many key programs but
does so by bankrupting the Social Services
Block Grant, shifting money from children’s
health insurance, and making other cuts. The
bill does not guarantee funding for critical
education priorities such as school renovation
and reducing class size and underfunds pro-
grams to help unemployed workers and
youth get job training. The Senate bill also
fails to support critical health programs, in-
cluding funding for HIV/AIDS prevention
and treatment, mental health and substance
abuse services, and nursing home quality
oversight.

If a bill that fails to address these concerns
were to come to me in its current form, I
would have to veto it. I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to ensure that this bill
strengthens our Nation’s schools and sup-
ports and enhances other important national
priorities while continuing to honor our com-
mitment to fiscal integrity.

Proclamation 7305—Mother’s Day,
2000
May 10, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
We are living in a new century and a new

age, where the revolution in communications
technology is changing almost every aspect
of human experience. But even in this new
era of global connections, there is perhaps
no more powerful link than the love between
mother and child.

That bond is a child’s first experience of
the world, and that love is often the deepest
source of the self-esteem, courage, and char-
acter that children need to thrive. Mothers
are their children’s first teachers; they are
their inspiring role models whose generosity,
compassion, and unconditional acceptance
give children the strength and encourage-
ment to reach their fullest potential and to
make their own contributions to their fami-
lies, communities, and country.

Even in this age of spectacular techno-
logical advances, mothers still face the
daunting challenges of balancing the respon-

sibilities of home and work and meeting the
changing emotional, educational, and phys-
ical needs of their children. Mothers strive
to provide a safe and nurturing environment.
They help their children navigate the often
stormy waters of an increasingly complicated
world. They teach their children to approach
conflict with words, not violence; to cherish
the richness of our diversity and reject preju-
dice in any form; and to believe in them-
selves.

Each year we set aside this special day to
acknowledge all that our mothers—whether
biological or foster, adoptive or step-
mothers—have given us. It is a time to reflect
on all we have gained from their unwavering
care, guidance, and sacrifice, and a time to
express openly our deep gratitude and abid-
ing love. The Congress, by a joint resolution
approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has des-
ignated the second Sunday in May of each
year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the
President to call for its appropriate observ-
ance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 14, 2000, as Moth-
er’s Day. Whether we are able to share this
special day with our mothers in person or
are blessed only with our memories of their
love, in our hearts they remain with us al-
ways. I urge all Americans to express their
love and respect for their mothers on this
day, to speak the words of appreciation we
too often neglect to say, and to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:29 a.m., May 11, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 12.


